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Barbara Rose Shuler: Camerata's John Koza celebrates his 10th
year with choral group
The Monterey County Herald
Updated: 12/10/2009 10:26:33 AM PST

It's been a terrific decade for choral director John Koza, though he marvels at how swiftly the seasons went by.

Ten years ago — fresh from a career change that took him back to school where he earned a master's degree in
choral conducting — Koza took over the leadership of the Camerata Singers.

Along the way, he became the conductor of the Carmel Bach Festival Youth Chorus and the assistant conductor
for the Carmel Bach Festival chorus and chorale.

Koza's successes have been tracked in this column over the years, marking a career of good fortune, hard work
and musical excellence.

Camerata's Winter concert, "A Spotless Rose" will be in part an anniversary celebration of the past 10 years with
this chorus, featuring favorites from previous concerts as well as new works for the singers.

"I started grabbing some of my favorite pieces over the years for the Christmas program and then I realized there
was a theme coming out," Koza said. "Most of the pieces were Marian anthems. So the title 'The Spotless Rose'
for Mary with mostly Marian pieces."

Among the most popular works on the program is the seasonal favorite "Es ist ein Ros entsprungen" by Michael
Praetorius.

"Then I found a delicious modern setting in English by a guy that lives in Minnesota," says Koza.

The music in honor of Mary also includes Igor Stravinsky's "Ave Maria" and "O Magnum Mysterium" by Victoria,
"A Spotless Rose" by Herbert Howells, "Hymn to the Virgin"

by Benjamin Britten and a "Hymn to Mary" sung
in Icelandic.

There are works by Francisco Guerrero, Gustav
Holst, Zolt n Kod ly and others, as well as a
traditional carol or two.

"The ensemble is performing at their highest
level and we are now asking our community,
'Have you heard us lately?'" Koza said.

In recognition of the pressing need for the less
fortunate in our community, the Camerata
Singers launched "Music for the soul, food for
the bowl."

In partnership with the Food Bank for Monterey
County, collection bins for canned food will be at
all concerts, Friday in Salinas and Saturday in
Pacific Grove.

Find ticket and other info at www.camerata-
singers.org or 642-2701.

A new look at Christmas

The winter sounds of the Monterey Peninsula Choral Society led by Desma Johnson will be on sonorous display
this weekend as well in their 47th program for the holiday season, "Neo Noel, A New Look at Christmas."

The concert take place at 8p.m. Saturday at the Carmel Mission Basilica in Carmel and 3p.m. Sunday at the
Church in the Forest in Pebble Beach.

Johnson and the chorus have prepared a program of newly composed or uniquely arranged pieces for the
Christmas season, including a celebration of Kwanzaa, Amy Grant's "Breath of Heaven," an a cappella version of
"Dance of the Sugarplum Fairy" from "The Nutcracker" and a gospel rendition of the "Hallelujah Chorus" from
Handel's "Messiah."

Advance tickets are $20, tickets at the door are $25 and tickets for children 12 and under are $10. Admission
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includes post-concert receptions.

Tickets may be purchased online at www.ticketguys.com or by phone at 601-8577. For more information
regarding the concert and the Monterey Peninsula Choral Society, please visit www.theMPCS.org.

MPC Winter Concert

The MPC Concert Band will present its Winter Concert at 7p.m. Sunday in the MPC Music Hall.

Trombone soloist Alex Bedner will be featured in Rimsky-Korsakov's "Concerto for Trombone and Concert Band,"
an original band composition by the Russian master.

A native of California, Bedner completed his master's degree in trombone performance at the Indiana University
Jacobs School of Music, where he held the Richard E. Ford Guarantor Scholarship.

He received his bachelor's degree in music at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music under Paul Welcomer
and Mark Lawrence.

While pursuing his studies in San Francisco, Alex performed in some of the world's most prestigious concert halls,
including the Amsterdam Concertgebouw, the Vienna Musikvereign, and Carnegie Hall.

The program will also include "Nitro," a new overture by USC composer Frank Ticheli; "Dances from Crete," an
exotic musical tour of the Greek islands by Adam Gorb; and Gustav Holst's "First Suite for Military Band." The
band is conducted by John Anderson.

Tickets at $10 will be available at the door. Students, seniors and military personnel are free. For information call
646-4200.

Youth auditions

Talented young instrumentalists are invited to apply online at www.youthmusicmonterey.org to request an audition
appointment for Youth Music Monterey.

Auditions are held before the first rehearsal on Wednesday, Jan. 6 at the Monterey High School Band Room from
4-4:30p.m. for the Youth Orchestra and 6:15-6:45p.m. for Honors Orchestra.

Youth Music Monterey is a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing high-caliber music education and
performance opportunities to the youth of Monterey County.

Conductor John Larry Granger next guides the ensembles through "Making Overtures" at 2p.m. Saturday, Feb. 20
at the Sunset Center in Carmel.GO!

CONCERT
·What: The Camerata Singers present "A Spotless Rose"
·Where: St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Salinas and First United Methodist Church, Pacific Grove
·When: 8p.m. Friday, Dec. 11 in Salinas; 3p.m. Saturday Dec. 13 in Pacific Grove
·Tickets: $20 for Salinas show and $24 for Pacific Grove, student tickets are $15, available at 642-2701 or at The
Pilgrim's Way, Carmel; The Book Haven, Monterey; The Bookmark, Pacific Grove; Zeph's One-Stop, Salinas
·Information: www.camerata-singers.org for or 642-2701
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